MULVANE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 18, 2026 6:00 p.m.

The Mulvane City Council convened at the City Building at 211 N. Second at 6:00 p.m. Presiding
was Mayor, Brent Allen, who called the meeting to order.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Trish Gerber, Kurtis Westfall, Tim Huntley, Grant Leach,
Terry Lane.

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin St. John, Debbie Parker, J. T. Klaus, Joel Pile, Chris Young, Mike
Robinson, Andrea Walker, Brittany Kruger, Nancy Farber Mottola, Terry Wright, Bruce Coffman,
Rylee Edwards, Terolynn Lander, Renae Petersen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Allen.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES:
MOTION by Leach, second by Gerber to approve the Regular meeting minutes dated May 4, 2026.
MOTION approved unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE: Councilmember Huntley was contacted regarding the appearance of a
yard, which has been resolved. Huntley was also contacted regarding the Director of Tourism
Development Position.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Andrea Walker expressed her disappointment in re-addressing the
Director of Tourism Development Position while other issues concerning properties without
occupancy permits were still outstanding. Walker feels the permitting and inspection process
should be restructured.

Nancy Farber Mottola expressed her support for the Director of Tourism Development Position.
Mottola felt this position was important to the community and the appropriate use of transient
guest tax funds.

APPOINTMENTS, AWARDS AND CITATIONS:

1. 10-Year Service Award for Sheila Janssen: Mayor Allen recognized paramedic Sheila
Janssen for 10-years of dedicated service to the City of Mulvane. Janssen was unable to be present
to accept her certificate.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Public Hearing for Special Assessments:

At the 5/4/26 meeting, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2026-5 setting the date, time, and
place of a public hearing to receive complaints or objections to the proposed special assessments
for Harvest Point Phase 1 Improvements and the Emerald Valley Estates Second Addition
Improvements. Following the holding of this hearing, the next step in the process of providing
permanent financing for these projects, is to adopt the ordinance levying special assessments




against the benefited properties, and giving notice to the property owners of their option of paying
the total amount of their assessments in full by noon on June 12, 2026 or having their respective
amounts included in a bond issue and having the amount of their special assessment levied over a
20-year period with interest each year on the unpaid balance.

A Notice of Public Hearing has been published, and individual notices were mailed to the
benefiting property owners of the time, date, and place of the public hearing. Following the
holding of the hearing, the City Council will consider the adoption of the ordinance levying the
assessments against the properties. The City Council must formally hold the public hearing to
receive objections or complaints to the proposed assessments against their property for the
improvements.

Mayor Allen opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone was present who wished to speak.

Terry Wright expressed his concern about the cost of the special assessments. Wright felt it would
be difficult to grow the community with increased special assessments and makes it hard for first-
time home buyers. City Attorney/Bond Counsel, J.T. Klaus, explained the special assessment
process and reviewed the events that occurred due to Legislative action from HB 2745, causing
the City to repeat the special assessment process and incur additional costs.

There being no further comments, Mayor Allen closed the Public Hearing.

2. Adopt Special Assessment Ordinance:

City Attorney/Bond Counsel, J.T. Klaus, reviewed this item with the council. The City Council,
by previous action, held a public hearing on the proposed special assessments for the Emerald
Valley Estates Second Addition Improvements and the Harvest Point Phase 1 Improvements. The
City Council will consider the adoption of the ordinance levying the assessments against the
properties.

MOTION by Huntley, second by Westfall to adopt Ordinance No. 1604, an ordinance levying
special assessment taxes on the properties benefiting from the Emerald Valley Estates Second
Addition Improvements and the Harvest Point Phase 1 Improvements within the City.

MOTION approved unanimously.

ORDINANCE NO. 1604

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MULVANE, KANSAS, LEVYING SPECIAL
ASSESSMENT TAXES ON CERTAIN REAL PROPERTIES IN THE CITY, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PAYING A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF CERTAIN INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENTS BENEFITING SUCH REAL PROPERTIES; PROVIDING FOR THE
GIVING OF NOTICE OF SAID SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TAXES BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING; AND PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF SAID SPECIAL
ASSESSMENT TAXES (HARVEST POINT PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS AND
EMERALD VALLEY ESTATES SECOND ADDITION IMPROVEMENTS).

3. Adopt Public Sale Resolution:

City Attorney/Bond Counsel, J.T. Klaus, reviewed this item with the council. The City desires to
issue general obligation bonds to finance the costs of Emerald Valley Estates Second Addition
Improvements, Harvest Point Phase 1 Improvements and Sanitary Sewer Main “A” Improvements.




The Standard and Poor’s credit rating of AA- for the Series A, 2026 Bonds was affirmed on
February 11, 2026.

The pay-in period allowing the property owners to pay their assessments will expire at noon on
June 12, 2026. The balance of the assessments not paid will be included in the bond issue, which
will result in the retirement of the City’s General Obligation Temporary Notes, Series A, 2024.

The proposed resolution authorizes the public sale of the Series A, 2026 Bonds on June 15, 2026,
and authorizes the publication and sending of the Notice of Bond Sale to prospective bidders of
the Series A, 2026 Bonds with an expected closing date for the Series A, 2026 Bonds of July 7,
2026.

MOTION by Leach, second by Gerber to adopt Resolution 2026-6 authorizing the public sale of
approximately $5,440,000 of the City’s General Obligation Bonds, Series A, 2026, setting the date,
time, and place of the sale of the bonds and providing for the publication of the notice of bond sale
in the required newspapers.

MOTION approved unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-6

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MULVANE, KANSAS AUTHORIZING AND
PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLIC SALE OF THE CITY’S GENERAL OBLIGATION
BONDS, SERIES A, 2026, IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF APPROXIMATELY
$5,440,000; SETTING FORTH THE DETAILS OF SAID PUBLIC SALE; AND
PROVIDING FOR THE GIVING OF NOTICE THEREOF.

4. Director of Tourism Development Position:

On 4/6/26 the City Council reviewed information for creating a new position for Director of
Business and Tourism Development. The new position would provide an opportunity to utilize
Transient Guest Tax (TGT) funds. The council tabled the item to allow time to gather additional
information.

Chamber Board President, Lisa Rooney, provided a letter of support for the creation of a Director
of Tourism Position. Chamber Director, Brittany Kruger, reviewed information with the council
and answered questions. Tourism and community engagement efforts in Mulvane have continued
to grow through events, downtown activities, regional attractions, and local partnerships. There is
an increased need for a more coordinated and strategic approach to tourism promotion and visitor
engagement.

The Chamber recently conducted research reviewing how other cities utilize TGT funds and
structure tourism efforts. With a dedicated tourism position, there is a significant opportunity to
increase local tourism, which will have a positive impact on the local economy and an increase in
TGT funds.

The City Attorney has drafted a Resolution pursuant to K.S.A. 12-1695. If the City intends to use
transient guest tax funds to pay for all or part of the Tourism Director position, the City Attorney
recommends the City adopt the committee structure. The committee would be fully advisory and
under the authority and control of the City.



Under Charter Ordinance No. 26 and the Kansas transient guest tax framework, it needs to be clear
that expenditures funded with transient guest tax revenues are connected to tourism promotion
activities intended to attract visitors and encourage overnight lodging stays within the City. Staff
recommend the creation of a Director of Tourism Development position and establishment of a
Convention and Tourism Advisory Committee to provide additional coordination, planning, and
oversight of tourism related initiatives and expenditures.

MOTION by Leach, second by Huntley to adopt Resolution No. 2026-7 establishing the Mulvane
Convention and Tourism Advisory Committee and providing for the membership, terms, purpose,
and duties of the committee.

MOTION approved unanimously.

MOTION by Huntley, second by Westfall to approve the creation of a new full-time position titled
Director of Tourism Development.
MOTION approved unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Capital Improvement Plan:

City Administrator, Austin St. John, reviewed this item with the council. The Department Heads
completed detailed worksheets for the items in the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). The
Department Heads reviewed the proposed CIP with the council at the workshop in April. The
proposed 2027-2031 CIP provides a five-year planning framework for major infrastructure
improvements, equipment replacement, facility needs, and long-term capital investments
throughout the City. The CIP is intended to guide future budgeting decisions, coordinate project
timing, and ensure the City continues to maintain and improve public infrastructure and services
in a fiscally responsible manner.

While the CIP identifies anticipated projects and funding strategies, inclusion within the plan does
not constitute final authorization for construction or expenditure. Individual projects will continue
to be evaluated annually through the budget process and brought before the City Council for
separate approval, as necessary.

The Mulvane Planning Commission has reviewed the CIP. The Planning Commission acts only
in an advisory capacity to make sure it conforms to the Comprehensive Community Development
Plan. The CIP is now ready for council approval.

MOTION by Westfall, second by Gerber to approve the 2027-2031 Capital Improvement Plan as
presented by staff.
MOTION approved unanimously.

ENGINEER

1. Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan:

On 2/18/26 the City Council entered into an agreement with Young & Associates, P.A. for
engineering services for “Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan” (FMMP). The plan proposes
a multi-functional “Greenway” that would re-construct Styx Creek to a wider cross-section to
provide additional flow capacity, flood storage, and recreational use.




The FMMP presents nine (9) separate construction projects/phases. Phases 1 — 7 (First to
Riverdale) include replacing and enlarging Reinforced Concrete Boxes (RCB’s) inside Styx Creek.
Phases 1 — 6 & Phase 9 (English Park) include reconstruction of Styx Creek. Young reviewed the
overall project map depicting the space needed to re-construct Styx Creek into a “Greenway,” and
site maps showing conceptual alignments for the RCB replacements, channel reconstruction,
sidewalks, and limestone landscaping.

Phase 9 improvements (Styx Creek inside English Park), focuses on mitigating existing soil
erosion and improving accessibility with additional pedestrian/bicycle trails. Tree clearing and re-
alignment of the existing disc golf course will be needed to reconstruct the channel. The cleared
area will allow additional sunlight into the park and improve plant and grass growth.

Staff recommends approving the Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan and engaging the City
Engineer to provide engineering services for Phase 9 in the amount of $77,195.00.

MOTION by Leach, second by Gerber to approve the “Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan”
as presented.
MOTION approved unanimously.

MOTION by Westfall, second by Leach to enter into an agreement with Young & Associates, P.A.
for engineering services for Phase 9 of the “Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan” as
presented.

MOTION approved unanimously.

2. Main “A” Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 4:

Phase 4 of the Main “A” Sanitary Sewer Improvements was placed into service in early 2026 and
the Contractor is finishing final punch-list items. The final as-built material quantities have been
field measured and compared to bid quantities resulting in Change Order No. 1 for a deduct of
$73,219.97. Summary as follows:

Adjustments to final quantities and amounts in the Base Bid — Deduct of $32,737.60
Adjustments to final quantities and amounts in the Add Alternate Bid — Deduct of $53,406.00
Additional “Add Alternate” work requested by the City — Addition of $12,923.63

Net change in Contract Amount — Deduct of $73,219.97

During the design phase of the Project the City requested a number of “Add Alternates” to the bid
requiring additional engineering oversight services. Young & Associates, PA is requesting the
City consider supplemental engineering oversight service fees in the amount of $16,975.00.

MOTION by Huntley, second by Gerber to approve Change Order No. 1 with Apex Excavating,
LLC for Phase 4 of the Main “A” Sanitary Sewer project in the deduct amount of $73,219.97 as
presented and authorize the City Administrator to sign.

MOTION approved unanimously.

MOTION by Huntley, second by Westfall to approve supplemental engineering oversight fees
with Young & Associates, PA for Phase 4 of the Main “A” Sanitary Sewer project in the amount
of $16,975.00 as presented and authorize the City Administrator to sign.

MOTION approved unanimously.



3. Project Review and Update:

Main “A” Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 4 — All Phase 4 sanitary sewer construction is
complete, and wastewater flow has been transferred into the new Main “A” sanitary sewer. A list
of remaining work items has been submitted to the Contractor which include minor grading,
seeding, and cleanup. The Contractor has submitted Change Order No. 1 addressing final
quantities and costs for the project. (Previously approved).

English Park Pedestrian Bridge — The Contractor has completed the bridge abutment installations.
The delivery date for the bridge structure has been re-scheduled to 5/22/26. Sidewalk installation
will follow the bridge installation.

KDOT CCLIP Grant Application — The CCLIP grant application has been completed including
preliminary cost opinions and site map. An on-site meeting with KDOT has been scheduled.

Styx Creek Flood Mitigation Master Plan — The final draft of the FMMP has been completed and
previously approved by the City Council.

CITY STAFF
City Clerk: None

City Administrator:

1. April Finance Report — City Administrator, Austin St. John, reviewed the April Finance Report
with the council. It was noted that there was an inquiry regarding the reconciliation of the report.
The difference is for encumbered funds, which are funds that have been reserved for an
expenditure, but have not yet been spent.

City Attorney: None

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:

MOTION by Leach, second by Westfall to approve consent agenda items 1-2.
1. Payroll Dated 5/8/26 - $266,501.21

2. April Warrant Register - $1,684,713.44

MOTION approved unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, MEETINGS, AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS:
Special Council Meeting — Tuesday, May 26, 2026 — 6:00 p.m. at the PIX
Next City Council Meeting — Monday, June 1, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION by Huntley, second by Gerber to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mulvane City
Council.

MOTION approved unanimously at 7:36 p.m.

Minutes by:

Debraw M. Powker
Debra M. Parker, City Clerk
Minutes approved by the City Council 6/1/26.
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